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Since its original publication in 1948 Dirk Struik's A Con- 
cise History of Mathematics has had several editions and has 
been translated into several languages, one of which he learned 
of by seeing it for sale in a Moscow bookstore window. For 
this Italian translation, which was approved by him, he has 
added a new preface, in which he pays gracious tribute to the 
mathematicians with whom he studied and worked in Italy during 
1924-1925: Tullio Levi-Civita, Federigo Enriques, Ettore 
Bortolotti, and Giovanni Vacca. 
There is no need here to point out the very real merits of 
Struik's work, which for over three decades has continued to be 
one of the most popular introductory texts in our discipline. 
Copyrighf 0 1982 by Academic Press, Inc. 
All rights of reproduction in any form reserved. 
496 Reviews HM 9 
It should be noted, however, that this excellent translation 
has been enhanced throughout by the addition of translator's 
notes as well as references to more recent literature on the 
periods discussed. Thus the present edition not only makes 
Struik's work available to a new group of Italian readers but 
also contains material valuable to those already familiar with 
it. 
In particular, Umberto Bottazzini's 64-page appendix on the 
19th century in Italy is an excellent survey of the period, 
bringing many new, or forgetten, facts to light and furnishing 
an incisive view of the development of Italian mathematics 
within the political and intellectual context of the times. 
Two examples may illustrate this: (1) Bottazzini shows that 
the widely accepted view, according to which mathematics had 
been neglected in Italy in the period preceding unification in 
1860, resulted in part from deliberate political motives; and 
if the Vatican refused to allow its scientists to go to Pisa 
in 1839, that first congress of Italian scientists, nonetheless, 
included many capable mathematicians. (2) The predominance of 
the philosophical idealism of Croce and Gentile in the first 
decades of the 20th century, along with other causes, resulted 
in the neglect of the mathematical logic pioneered by the 
school of Peano. 
In his preface, Struik suggests that Italy can boast a 
nearly uninterrupted tradition in mathematics from at least 
the time of Boethius, reaching a high point at the end of the 
19th century. Bottazzini's appendix confirms this view by 
presenting solid evidence. It is to be hoped that his exemplary 
essay will receive an English translation in turn. 
Struik's extensive bibliography has been brought up to date, 
but the mathematicians' portraits, an attractive part of the 
American edition, have been omitted. Worse, due to a misunder- 
standing by the publisher, there is no index, so that one must 
rely on the, fortunately fairly detailed, table of contents. 
